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In The Claims 



Please add the following claims: 
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(New) A potable device, comprising: 
a housing: 

a bar codffirffader: and 

a thumhfw he &l^ciapted to facilitate user interaction with the portable device, the thumb wheel 
being rotatabl^ about an axis, and at least a portion of the thumb wheel extending from the housing. 

24^. (New) The device of claim 23; the thumb wheel being transaxials moveable. 

25, (New) The device of claifti 24, the thumb wheel being transaxials moved to effect selection 
of a function performable bv the device. 

26, (New) The device off claim^4. the housing being adapted to be held bv one hand and the 
thumb wh eel being transyialKntnoved to effect selection of a function using the one hand. 

77 

27, (New) The device of claim23, further comprising a processor and a card slot adapted to 
receive a memory cai fl storing executable programs that are executable bv the processor. 



2*L (New) Thd device of claim 23, further comprising a display for displaying information 
scanned bv the batr co de reader, and the thumb wheel being employable to facilitate a user to scroll 
through the displayed information. 



29, (New)/ The device of claim 28, the thumb wheel being employed to select a subset of the 
displayed information. 
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3CX (New) The device of claim 23, adapted to be held by a single hand of a user and providing for 
the user to employ the same hand to scroll through and sel/ct a function among a plurality of 
functions via the thumb wheel. 

3L (New) The device of claim 23, being user programmable so as to tailor the device to be able 
to execute desired functions, the thumb wheel being employable to scroll through the desired 
functions via rotation of the thumbwheel. 

32, (New) The device of claim 3 1, the thumb/wheel providing for selection of at least one of the 
functions via depressing the thumb wheel in a transaxial direction. 
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33. (New) The device of claim 32, furthaf including a processor coupled to the thumbwheel the 
processor adapted to execute functions selected via depressing the thumb wheel in a transaxial 
direction. 

34^ (New) The device of claim 23, ftfrtifer including a control circuit operatively coupled to the 
thumb wheel and a pr ocessor, the contrc/l circuit adapted to provide at least one signal to the processor 
in response to movement of the thumb/wheel. 
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35^ (New) The device of claim 23. the thumb wheel being employable to activate the bar code 
scanner. 



^ (New) The device of cMm 23. further including a display for displaying a plurality of menus. 
the menus presenting a plurality of functions or sub-functions, and the thumb wheel being employable 
to navigate through the respe/tive menus. 



37 (New) The device /of claim 23, further including a transceiver to communicate to a remote 
computer a subset of collected data selected via a thumbwheel. 
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/icycomprising: 



38i (New) A data collection devicycomprising: 

a bar code scanner for collegfing information: and 

a thumb wheel that is ro^j^Hle about an axis and is transaxially moveable, the thumb wheel 
providing for at least one of^yolyng through the collected information, selecting a subset of the 
collected information, sc^linjktiirouglva plurality of executable functions, and selecting a subset of 
the executable function/ 



39. (New) The device of claim 38. the plurality of executable functions comprising one or more 
of: an inventory function, a p/oduction lot size function, a reorder level function, a safety stock 
function, a total relevant hisftory cost function, an ordering cost function, and a marginal cost function. 



40. (New) The devictfof claim 38. the bar code reader being employable in scanning a patient's 
ID tag, and the thumb wtfel being employable to scroll through a plurality of screens relating to 
patient information, the screens being displayed by a display that is part of the device. 



41. (New) A portable inventory control device, comprising: 
means for scanning bar code information: and 
means for facilitating user intpfeteing with the device with a same user hand that is employed 

to concurrently hold the device, the ^erifldrfaefiig^ one or more of: scrolling throug h 

functions, scrolling through scannedtt^firs^Jecting a subset of the functions, and selecting a subset 
of the scanned items. 

42. (New) A^rfiethod of using a portable inventory control device comprising: 
collecting information via a bar code reader: 
displaying the information via a display of the device; and 

selecting a displayed function and/or item via a thumb wheel that is rotatable about an axis. 

41 (Ne^) ffie method of claim 42. further comprising using the thumb wheel to activate the bar 
code readef 
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44. (New) The method of claim 42. further comprising selecting the displayed function and/or 
item by transaxiallv mov: ng the thumb wheel. 




45. (New) The met] 
to the device. 



OB^of claim 42. further comprising using a memory card to add functionality 



46. 



(New) An inventory control system, comprising: 
a network backbone; 

a computer operativelv coupled to the^network backbone; and 
a portable data coliec^bn devi€eoperatively coupled to the computer via the network 
backbone, the device comprising: 

a bar cod€rfead^fa5apted to facilitate collecting information; 
Mliumb wheel that is rotatable about an axis, the thumb wheel facilitating user 
interactieliwith the device; and 

a transceiver adapted to communicate to the computer a subset of the collected 
information that a user selected via the thumb wheel. 
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